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Mayor’s Comments 
So where do we go from here? 

 
Since I took over as Mayor in 2004, our city has gone through a series of evolutions.  We 
have increased citizen participation, improved overall public safety and positioned 
ourselves to take advantage of the growth that we know is coming as our economy 
improves.  Where many cities are already built out, we still have available land at a 
reasonable price.  In just these past few months we have seen increased interest in Pacific 
and expect to see new development start again over the remainder of this year. Although 
this will help our overall economy in future years, it does not help us balance this year’s 
budget. 
 
From 2004 to 2008 our economic outlook looked bright.  We had paid off debt left by 
past administrations, redesigned how we provide services and started building a rainy day 
or reserve fund.  We did this by attracting new business and changing the way we provide 
some services. Economic development helps all of us by shifting some of the tax burden 
away from property taxes.  Although it may seem Property taxes have just continued to 
rise, Pacific’s tax rate per $1000 of value is less now than it was when I took office.   
 
We have three main sources of revenue for our General Fund; Property Tax, Sales Tax 
and B&O tax.  The General Fund pays for Police, Community Development, 
Administration, Senior and Youth Services as well as contributes to Parks, Roads and 
other infrastructure.  (Roads also receive dedicated revenue from other sources such as 
Gasoline Tax and Water rates.)  These dedicated or enterprise funds are restricted and 
cannot be used to supplement the General fund.  Although property taxes have remained 
fairly constant, business related revenues have taken a hit over this past few years due to 
the economy and State imposed changes in who receives those taxes.  Our only 
sustainable options, short of the State Legislature reversing the Streamlined Sales Tax 
and Model B&O tax bills, are to attract new business or raise property taxes.  Further cuts 
in the budget is not an option, we are already doing more with fewer employees that other 
cities our size. Further cuts will only cost us more in other ways.  The idea is to make our 
city a better place to live and work, not cripple it’s ability to provide basic services. 
 
Every year, it is the duty of the Mayor’s office to propose to the City Council a balanced 
budget based on what they see is in the best interest of its citizens.  The Council then 
debates this budget and either modifies it or passes it as is.  Unlike other levels of 
government, we are required to provide for a balanced budget as well as maintain cash 
flow.  Although it is possible to use temporary interfund loans to maintain cash flow, it is 



not a preferred practice for balancing a budget.  For a sustainable future, it is important to 
maintain good fiscal practices and policy now.  
 
At Pacific Days and by an online survey, we will be asking Pacific residents to provide 
input to both my office and the City Council on where our city goes from here.  We will 
provide some basic budget information and allow you to propose your own budget.  
Although government must always work in the best interest of its citizens, public input is 
an important reminder that we work for you.  If we cannot support and defend our actions 
then we are not doing the job you elected us to do. 

 

An Explanation on the Sidewalk Letter 
 

Over this past week, many property owners around the city received a notice concerning 
deficiencies in the sidewalk adjacent to their property.  This letter addressed the need to 
make repairs and pointed out that according to PMC 13.04.040 they were required to 
provide for the needed repairs.  Understandably this upset many citizens even to the point 
that someone called a news station complaining about our tactics and threats and that this 
was a way we were trying to produce new revenues.  First let me point out that the city in 
no way has made any threats and the language included in the letter is straight out of the 
Pacific Municipal Code and that portion of the code was established by Ordinance 303 in 
1959. 
 

Earlier this year a person tripped over a deficient sidewalk at the very edge of town.  A 
claim was filed against the City for that tripping hazard and as we had not notified the 
adjacent property owner of their requirement to make repairs the city was found at least 
partially liable for the claim.  To use legal terms, we had not performed our “Due 
Diligence”.  To be honest, this letter is partially a response to that injury.  Most property 
owners were not even aware that it is their responsibility to make those repairs. 
 

It is my intention that the city work with property owners to make this as painless as 
possible.  We do need to repair deficiencies, but it is our intent to help find win / win 
solutions that mitigate the problems without undue burden.  We do not have all the 
answers yet as to how this will be done.  Although we have been able to find grant money 
to build new sidewalks, those same monies cannot be used to make repairs.  One idea 
floated is to allow property owners to opt in for a large, city wide repair project where 
they could take advantage of the economy of scale. Property owners are also free to make 
the repairs themselves, so long as they follow the codes required in PMC 13.040. 
 

I do wish to apologize for the shock anyone may have had in receiving this letter.  I do 
feel we could have done a better job in explaining the situation and providing more 
information on the appeal process.  Although this has been an issue that Staff, Council 
members and I have been talking about for months, we did poorly on our public outreach.  
I did not look at how including the direct language out of the code may be perceived by 
those citizens already shocked by receiving the notice.  In saying that let me assure you 
that the City in no way wishes to threaten citizens, we only needed to advise you of your 
obligations and offer our assistance in getting the sidewalks fixed. 
 



 

Reminder of Fireworks Restrictions  
 

 

As we enter this 4th of July weekend, let me remind you of the restrictions the City of 
Pacific has on fireworks.  PMC 8.46 (see link below) places certain restrictions on times 
and types of fireworks that may be possessed or discharged inside the city limits. 
 

We support the citizens’ right to celebrate the birth of this nation.  We understand that 
some people find it traditional to set off sometimes thousands of dollars in both legal and 
illegal fireworks.  As a city we respect that right, but are also required to look out for the 
common good and overall public safety. In 2007, the Pacific City Council made changes 
in our laws that addressed that public safety need without resorting to an all out ban that 
many other cities have resorted to.  In addition to all illegal fireworks, certain aerial 
displays that can be found on off reservation stands are also prohibited. 
 

On July 5th, I expect to have complaints from those who have illegal or prohibited 
fireworks seized by the police or fire departments.  I also expect to hear from others who 
say we need to ban fireworks all together.  This is an issue that I know the city will never 
win, but for both sides I offer you this.  “The City took a middle ground position on this 
trying to allow as much individual freedom as possible while addressing a real public 
safety issue.” 
 

  For the fireworks section of the PMC go to 
http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/pacific/ and type in Fireworks into the Search 
feature. 
 
 
 

Pacific Days – White River Chainsaw Carving Championships 
 

I know this is the first you have seen or heard that next weekend is Pacific Days and the 
White River Chainsaw Carving Championships (I am joking about the first you have seen 
or heard about this) and you are all invited to join us for these great summer events. 
 

Two great volunteer organizations are responsible for these events, Pacific Partnerships 
and the White River Valley Lion’s Club.  Please stop by and thank their members or 
better yet ask how you can be a part.  Both of these groups work for the betterment of our 
community year round and deserve our thanks and support. 
 

For info go to; 
 

www.pacificpartnerships.org 
 

http://www.wrvlionsclub.org 
 

www.whiterivercarving.com 

 


