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Mayor's Comments 
  

The focus of this month’s Pacific Source Newsletter is going to be emergency 

preparedness. March is Severe Weather Awareness Month and the City of Pacific has 

faced five severe weather disasters since 2004, it seemed appropriate.  

To start, it appears as though our city has dodged a bullet with flooding this year.  With 

the buildup of gravel and debris in the White River, the capacity has been reduced to 

less than 6000 CFS in spots. Last fall we took appropriate temporary measures, in 

partnership with King and Pierce Counties to prevent flooding over this past winter.  The 

HESCO walls that were constructed from Pacific City Park to the County Line and the 

Sandbag walls that were constructed along County Line and in Pierce County were part 

of those measures.  Over the next few years appropriate long term mitigation projects 

including levy setbacks and restoration of wetlands should reduce the need for these 

temporary measures.  Until those projects are completed, some temporary measures 

will remain. The City is currently negotiating with King County on the removal of 

sections of the HESCO flood wall through the park to restore access for the spring and 

summer months. These walls will be replaced this fall in preparation of the potential for 

floods next winter. 

As Mayor, I have taken my responsibility for emergency preparedness and protecting 

our city seriously.  We have and will continue to take and support proactive steps to 

reduce our risk of flooding while protecting and in some cases enhancing the habitat of 

fish and wildlife. 

 

  

City Revises it's Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan 

I wish to thank the members of the Pacific City Council for their dedication to Public 

Safety and Emergency Management.  At the February 22
nd
 meeting they approved the 

most recent revision of our Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).  This 

plan builds upon previous versions and adds additional annexes that include our Hazard 

Mitigation Plan, Multi Year Training and Exercise Plan and further supports a main 

concept of our plan, the role of Pacific’s citizens.  

Throughout the CEMP, enhancement of the ability of our citizens to prepare for and take 

care of their families during a disaster is stressed.  From public education like Citizen 

Emergency Response Team (CERT) training to the classes our city will provide on the 



Incident Command System and basic preparedness, this plan stands as testament of our 

city’s commitment to its citizens. 

The City of Pacific has long been at the cutting edge of municipal preparedness. Many 

jurisdictions our size have not taken the steps that we have in creating a relevant 

Emergency Management plan.  Many people are aware of my commitment to this issue, 

but I also want to thank the hard work and commitment of City of Pacific staff.  City of 

Pacific Community Development / Public Works director Jay Bennett and his staff 

deserve special recognition for authoring one of the best Hazard Mitigation Plans in the 

State.  

The 2010 CEMP includes, in addition to the basic plan, information on Continuity of 

Operations and vulnerabilities of certain infrastructure.  Due to the potentially sensitive 

nature of these parts, not all parts of the CEMP are or will be public documents. However 

the City plans to have a public version of this plan, available soon on the City’s web site.  

Only information that could create Homeland Security issues or threaten public safety 

will be redacted. 

Finally I want to talk about what this plan and its annexes mean to the average citizen.  In 

addition to the commitment to public education it symbolizes the understanding of our 

City to prepare for all types of disaster.  It provides a framework for planning for and a 

guideline for responding to disaster. It strategically lays out the thresholds for training of 

public and of staff and how we intend to meet those requirements.  It is not much 

different than the work larger cities like Auburn and Kent have done and in fact they have 

often shared their wisdom in helping us develop this CEMP. As was stated in an article in 

Risk and Insurance Magazine, our city could have “Mailed it in” and not taken 

emergency management seriously.  Instead we took the time, got the training and 

prepared a state of the art plan.  That in its self should be testament of our city’s 

dedication to public safety and our commitment to our citizens. 

  

  

Mayor to attend FEMA’s Master Trainer Program 

 

This month, Mayor Richard Hildreth will begin FEMA’s Master Trainer Program. The 

Master Trainer Program consists of seven courses that provide participants with the 

knowledge, skills, and tools to assess performance shortfalls, design effective training, 

develop training materials, and deliver and evaluate training. During the courses, each 

participant will be designing and developing training specific to the needs of his or her 

organization.  Mayor Hildreth plans on working with the Association of Washington 



Cities in developing educational programs to better educate our elected officials on 

their roles in emergency management. 

Mayor Hildreth has also earned his Master Exercise Practioner credentials from FEMA 

and has written Pacific’s Multi Year training and Exercise Plan.  These classes are 

provided by FEMA at the National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg Maryland.  

FEMA provides the lodging and reimburses the cost of airfare to the city.   

  

Pacific Graduates its first ICS 100 Class 

On Saturday, February 27
th

, twenty people attended the ICS 100a, Introduction to 

Incident Command class offered by the City of Pacific.  As Pacific’s newly adopted 

emergency plan calls for, The City of Pacific will provide for training of citizens in various 

aspects of emergency preparedness and response.  This class was the first of many such 

programs to empower citizens and strengthen our overall emergency preparedness in 

our region. 

 
ICS (Incident Command System) is the management organization that is used in all 

emergency responses as well as many planned events. It is a modular system that can 

expand and contract as needed, but provides for consistent terminology and 

management across this country. All people taking an active role in an emergency 

response are encouraged (and in many cases required) to take this class either online or 

in person.  When taken in the classroom setting, participants can better grasp the 

concepts of ICS due to the ability to interact, participate in exercises and ask questions. 

The City will host another ICS 100a class later this year as well as conduct an ICS 200 

class this fall.  Additionally the White River Citizen Corps Council will soon be 

announcing the 2010 Citizen Emergency Response Team (CERT) training that will be 

available.  As soon as the new classes are scheduled I will get the information to you. 
 
 

Chile’s Earthquake should remind us of our risk 

 
The recent 8.8 Earthquake off the coast of Chile should remind everyone of the risk we 

have right here in the Northwest.  The Cascadian Subduction Zone that runs from the 

Northern Coast of California to Northern Vancouver Island is considered one of the most 

likely locations for a similar size quake to occur in the United States. On January 26
th

, 

1700 a quake estimated to have been over 9.0 did occur off the coast of Washington 

State, Creating a 600 mile long fissure on the ocean floor, causing large sections of the 

coastline to drop and resulting in a large tsunami striking Japan a few hours later.  Our 

region is also vulnerable to many other hazards including other forms of earthquakes, 

severe weather and manmade disaster. 

 



Now I do not say this to frighten you or to create fear in our community, but to remind 

you of how important it is to prepare for all types of emergencies. Empowering yourself 

by education, preparing yourself with a “Go Kit” and an emergency plan and working 

with your own neighbors to make sure they are better prepared will always increase 

your families ability to survive a massive quake or just make it through severe weather. 

To borrow a line by Sarah Miller, “The Difference between Adventure and Disaster is 

Preparedness” 
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Pacific gets a new Centurion 

On March 14, 2010 Ruth Campbell (born Ruth Nyberg) will turn 100 years old.  Ruth 

spent 10 years in school in Pacific, graduated from Auburn High in 1928 and attended 

business school in Tacoma.  Ruth married Owen Campbell in 1932 and they owned and 

operated a grocery store in Pacific from 1943 until they sold it in 1973. This store was in 

the building now occupied by Glenda White’s Gift and Collectable shop (also housing the 

Pacific Post Office). They also owned a Beauty Parlor / Barber Shop located on the 

corner of 3
rd

 and Milwaukee Ave which they converted to a home in 1974. 

The following is from an article published by the Pacific Algona Senior Center in 1989; 

The Owen Campbells purchased the gas station from the Hardins in 1943.  The Hardins 

had owned the business for several years.  As remembered by early settlers, it has 

been owned by the Heppels. At the time it was a confectionery.  Mrs. Heppel also had 

a lunch counter where she sold soups and sandwiches.  The Hardins added two hand 

operated gas pumps, and a few oil products, etc. 

At the time the Campbell’s bought the store, Mr. Campbell was employed by the Todd 

Shipyards in Tacoma, so Mrs. Campbell (Ruth) and their two children who were five 

and seven years of age, would watch the store until Dad got home at 4:00 pm.  That 

was a busy time of the day, so the entire family had to help out.  After a couple of 



years, Mr. Campbell was able to devote full time to the store.  Soon there were new 

automated gas pumps, larger storage tanks of gas, a lube room with an automatic 

hoist, a line of fishing tackle, a few hunting supplies and an agency for hunting and 

fishing licenses.  The ice cream counter was a busy section; there were four high stools, 

which were occupied to capacity when the kids in the community were home from 

school. 

The Campbell’s will be holding a birthday party for Ruth on Saturday, March 13
th

 at the 

Pacific Algona Community Center.  By Proclamation March 14
th

 has been proclaimed 

Ruth Campbell Day in the City of Pacific. 

 

 

 

New Faces at Pacific City Hall 

As of March 1
st

, we have two new faces at Pacific City Hall; One a former city employee 

who had moved back east a few years ago and the other, someone who may be familiar 

to some of you for her column in the Auburn Reporter. 

Jane Montgomery who spent 8 years as a Police Specialist for the City of Pacific has 

returned in a new role.  Jane is the city’s new City Clerk replacing Sandy Paul Lyle who 

took a similar position in Des Moines.  Jane left Pacific when she moved back east with 

her husband.  When the Clerk position opened up Jane applied and was selected from a 

strong field of candidates.  Welcome Home Jane! 

Linda Morris, our new Community Services Director, writes a column for the Auburn 

Reporter on senior living.  Linda replaces Jo Anne Barkley who retired in December. She 

has experience in both business and in working with nonprofit organizations. As evident 

in her personality, Linda believes that “the difference in being ordinary and 

extraordinary is that little extra.” Welcome to the City of Pacific Linda! 

Pacific makes offer on property near City Hall. 

The City of Pacific has made an offer to purchase 130 3
rd

 Ave SE.  The property is across 

the street from the Fire Station and adjacent to a property purchased last year (128 3
rd

 

Ave) and Pacific Centennial Park.  The immediate plans are to clean up the properties 

and expand Centennial Park (east of City Hall).  Future uses might include building a new 

Community Center complete with meeting and public classrooms as well as space for 

various health programs operated out of the senior center. 

The City plans to purchase this property by means of an Interfund loan which will be 

paid back largely by Park Impact Fees and Real Estate Excise Tax. 



 

Pacific loses a great friend 

On Tuesday March 1
st

, Gary Fry, the owner of Delta Plumbing and a long time supporter 

of this city passed away.  At Tuesday’s City Council meeting a moment of silence was 

held and the flags at Pacific City hall were lowered for 24 hours in his honor the day of 

his memorial.  The following is the obituary from the Tacoma News Tribune. 

Gary Ray Fry,   Gary was a charismatic man, who loved adventure and the outdoors. He 

was a proud father who gifted his children with a strong work ethic, a drive to succeed 

and the opportunity to do so. He enjoyed boating, hunting, fishing and camping and 

cherished time with his family and friends. He was a man of many great talents, a gifted 

woodworker, a handyman, jack of all trades and business owner; he could build or fix 

anything. He was always willing to help his family, friends and community. Gary was 

born October 4, 1946 in Tacoma, WA. He served 1 tour in the U.S. Navy during the 

Vietnam War. As a young man he was a founding member of the CALPENS weightlifting 

club, and a long time member of Ducks Unlimited. Gary owned and operated Delta 

Plumbing. He was preceded in death by his mother Alice Fry. He is survived by his wife, 

Kathy Fry, son Kyle and daughter-in-law Sonya Fry, Gary's daughter Stacie Fry, his sisters 

Karla Wollum and Tracy Niemczyk, and father Clifford Fry. Gary passed on March 2, 

2010. Gary was greatly loved and will be deeply missed. A Celebration of his Life will be 

held at Copper Falls Restaurant at the Auburn Golf Course Friday, March 5th, 2010 

beginning at 4:00 PM. Gary requested there be no services, just a quiet personal prayer. 

Memorial donations may be made to Ducks Unlimited in his name. Online sentiments 

may be journaled at www.price -heltonfuneralhome.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


