
 

Pacific Source Online 

Happy New Years Edition 

The Online version of the Pacific Source provided as a community service to improve communications with 

Pacific citizens and provide them information on city events and their government.  It is available free of 

charge by request at Pacificmayor@aol.com 

 

Community New Year’s Eve Party for all ages.  

December. 31
st
 6 PM to Midnight… 

At Pacific Senior Center sponsored by Pacific Community Church. 

Let’s Party!  Movies, Games and Snacks  

Come and have some fun. Please feel free to bring your favorite game and snack.  

  

 

  

Mayor's Comments 

There is no doubt that 2009 was a very rough year for our city.  Starting in January when 

many of our citizens were flooded out of their homes and businesses, coupled with the 

greatest economic downturn in my lifetime and finishing with the toughest budget our 

city has had to establish in many years, we have had many obstacles to overcome.  But 

we made it through. 

This year has also been a year we have made progress.  A one half million dollar grant 

paid for major upgrades to both the Pacific Gymnasium and our Senior Center.  Another 

grant paid for much of the sidewalks and bike lanes were completed along 3rd Ave. 

Another big project soon to be completed will be turn lanes at the intersection of 

Stewart Road and Valentine.  Watch for additional grant funded projects coming in 

2010. 

We also have made progress in the area of emergency management.  As was seen 

during the flooding, Citizens who have taken Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) training played a major role during the response and recovery for our city. One 

January 15th, the City of Pacific will hold its first meeting of CERT members to further 

organize and discuss the next steps in public education and citizen based programs.  This 

year we completed our Continuity of Operations Plan and our Hazard Mitigation Plan to 



add to our Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan.  We still have a long way to 

go, but we are light years ahead of many cities our size.  Partially as a demonstration of 

our City’s hard work in this area, Governor Gregoire appointed me to the State 

Emergency Management Council and we were selected for a “Risk Innovator Award” by 

Risk and Insurance Magazine.  Not bad for the 100th largest City in Washington State. 

What makes Pacific a great place to live and why we are able to accomplish so much is 

our citizens. From volunteers in our Senior and youth Centers, to our Boards and 

Committees we have many great people who donate their time directly to the city.  

Added to the many hours of hard work from Pacific Partnerships and the White River 

Valley Lions club, volunteers log more hours in our city than many cities three to four 

times our size. For all of your efforts I am proud to be your Mayor.  Even with all the 

problems we have had to face, you made 2009 a great year.  Let’s make 2010 even 

better. 

 

Changes in Council and Staff 

As the year changes we will also be saying goodbye to two of our City Council Members.  

Barbara Lourdes and Dawn Drury both have served the citizens over this past four years 

and will return to the important role of private citizen.  I wish to personally thank them 

for the time and hard work they have given to the citizens of Pacific.  You have given up 

most of your Monday nights for this past four years as well as additional nights for 

committee meetings.  That is a lot of work for the $50.00 a week pay. 

We also sat welcome to two new City Council Members, John Jones and James 

McMahon.  Both have already proven they will be hard workers with their work on the 

Civil Service and Planning Commission.  I look forward to working with you over this next 

year. 

Finally with changes in Staff, we will see two new department heads in 2010.  Sandy 

Lyle, who has been our City Clerk since 2004, was hired as the new City Clerk in Des 

Moines.  Sandy brought a new degree of professionalism to our office and in my opinion 

is one of the best City Clerks in the State.  Jo Anne Barkley who has been our community 

Services Director since 2005 retired due to health issues.  Last August she was involved 

in a traffic accident that aggravated some back problems.  Although she was hoping to 

recover enough to come back, she has not recovered as quickly as she hoped.  My love 

and prayers will always be with her.  The City will be interviewing finalist for the Clerk 

Position in Late January and will be taking applications for Community Services Director 

for the next month.  

  

2000-2009 A Decade of Highs and Lows 



 

As we turn the page on the 2000’s I wanted to take the time to reflect on what we can 

be proud of and what issues were less than stellar for our city.  I want to remind 

everyone that this article is an editorial and not a news report and thus reflects my 

personal feelings and opinions; your thoughts may vary and put a different importance 

on issues.  This is not an attack any person or an opportunity for me to make political 

excuses. I admit that I have made mistakes during my tenure, but in making them my 

intent was always what was thought to be in the best interest of the city. To understand 

where we are going, we must understand where we have been. 

As we approached January 1st 2000, priorities in Pacific and throughout the USA were 

much different than they are now.  Some wondered if computers would work properly 

as the date turned to 2000.  Y2K was a household word; Bill Clinton was still President 

and September 11th was just another late summer day.  Pacific’s population was 5,373 

and the average household made $45,673 per year.  An average home sold for $145,900 

and a two bedroom rental was $714.00 per month. 

The big issue in Pacific was the political shift in its government with the election of 

Howard Erickson and council members who opposed an Immigration Detention Center 

being built in Pacific.  That facility later was built in Fife on Port of Tacoma property.  The 

irony was the fact that most candidates that year opposed the facility, but the 

incumbents were instructed to not talk about it by the city’s legal counsel.  It has never 

been a secret that the politics of the 1999 election were fueled by political animosity 

that rivaled the Hatfields and McCoys. Some of that same animosity remains  today. 

During the first few years of this decade, that political animosity continued to impact 

our city.  Controversy over Mayor Erickson’s dismissal of Police Chief Stan Aston (who 

was hired by the previous Mayor to replace Al Lee), Fire Chief Jim Jacques (who became 

fire Chief for Milton and now an Assistant Chief with East Pierce) and his replacement of 

them with John Calkins.  Claims were made that Chief Calkins was a relative of the 

Mayor on one side and claims that Chief Aston was over paid and not a good manager 

were made by the other. As Chief Aston was soon hired to become the Chief of 

Kirkland’s Police Department, those allegations were soon proven false. Until his 

retirement last year, Chief Aston worked with Chief Calkins many times on county and 

regional issues.  I believe it shows Chief Aston’s integrity that he never let politics 

interfere with what was the right thing to do.  Additional issues such as the City’s 

insurance company canceling coverage caused a group of citizens to meet and propose 

Proposition One to change Pacific’s form of government from a Strong Mayor to a 

Council / Manager.  Although originally meant as a measure to promote good 

government in our city, it soon became seen as a vote on Mayor Erickson and not on the 

form of government. I still believe that the Council / Manager form of government has 

its strong points and have worked with ICMA (International County and City Managers 

Association) on many issues and I have looked to them as role models for good 

governance. Proposition one was voted down by a 2-1 majority.  However, three of the 



City Council candidates in the 2001 election were involved in that proposal;  Robert 

Smith, Ora Meyer and myself.  All three of us won election. 
 

Our City was also impacted by two big disasters during the first few years.  On Leap Day, 

February 29th, 2001 a large 6.8 earthquake occurred near the mouth of the Nisqually 

River and caused damage to homes and infrastructure across our region.  On September 

11th, we all remember the acts of terrorism that have changed our country forever. To 

this day I could not tell you if Mayor Erickson did things right or wrong on those days, 

but I do not understand why these events did not trigger changes in both the level of 

preparedness or the training of emergency personnel in Pacific. 
 

 

In 2002, questions arose to the accuracy of prior budgets and the overall financial health 

of Pacific.  An outside audit was ordered and some mistakes on how money was 

accounted for were discovered, not as a question of theft or embezzlement, but of 

accounting methods and practices that were used.  As it is required that each year’s 

budget be based off of a true reflection of the prior year, Council went back as far as it 

could and was required to make Interfund loans to balance those  prior budgets.  This 

left the city with a massive debt that took years to pay off.  Council Action was also 

taken changing the requirements for the financial management of the city, eliminating 

the position of Treasurer and the creation of the Finance Director position. 

In 2003, tired of butting heads with Mayor Erickson and concerned over the direction of 

the city, I decided to run for Mayor myself.  I made a vow to myself and a promise to the 

citizens that I would work to end the “Politics” in Pacific and work for the best interest 

of all citizens.  Upon taking office in 2004, many people expected I would make 

wholesale changes to staffing due to political allegiance, continuing the politics that I 

had vowed to end.  Although some staff members resigned December 31st, no house 

cleaning was made in January 2004. 

I tried to look at the needs for each position, the qualifications for the person in that 

position and if it was in the best interest of the City.  I asked our police officers their 

opinion of Chief Calkins’ leadership as well as the opinions of Public Safety officials 

outside of our city. I also talked to Chief Calkins about his vision for the future of the 

Public Safety Department and the needs for our City.  As our crime rate remains below 

surrounding communities, I still stand behind my decision to not make changes in that 

position.  As the Community Development Director was one of the people who had 

resigned, I considered many options for that position.  At that time I believed our city 

was top heavy based on the work and chose to combine the position of Public Works 

Director and Community Development Director. I was able to convince former Public 

Works Director John Walsh to return to the city in that new position. This saved our city 

over $100,000 per year and helped realign the department to meet changing needs.  

Another vacancy that was due to resignation was that of Community Services Director.  

This is a position that critically requires the right person in that role.  The former Mayor 

had laid off a competent and well loved director and replaced her with someone who 



meant well but was not capable to do the job.  That in my opinion had threatened the 

ability of the department to function.  I was able to convince former director JJ Raime to 

return and we quickly repaired the program that we had almost lost.  JJ also helped the 

City convert from a 100% Government run and financed operation to a hybrid that 

combines the best of a government program with the power of a 501-c-3 non profit.  

This program now gets more bang for the buck of any community service program in the 

county.  My final new hire that month was Sandy Paul Lyle as our new City Clerk.  Sandy 

served in that position until this past month when she left to take a position in Des 

Moines.  During her tenure here she became a leader in the Municipal Clerks 

Association and helped our city rapidly move to meet the requirements of a modern 

government. 

Upon taking office I worked to restore Channel 21, a government channel  located on 

Comcast Cable. Channel 21 is operated by our Community Services Department and 

provides information to citizens on the city and community programs.   We purchased 

www.cityofpacific.com to build a new website replacing the one shut down by Mayor 

Erickson a few years prior. For four years this website was designed and updated by 

volunteers.  We now have a professional site with much more interaction.  In January 

2004,  I also started a regular newsletter that originally was weekly, but shifted into the 

monthly newsletter you receive now.  All of these moves were to help open up the lines 

of communication in our city. 

Not everything was perfect those first few months.  Following an appointment of June 

Bongirmo to the Planning Commission, Robert Smith resigned from the City Council. He 

has since claimed that it was because I denied him the right to take the appointment to 

executive discussion; however the laws are specific about what is allowed for executive 

session discussions and what is not.  This decision was upheld by the City Attorney.  

Since that time Robert has included me in his criticisms of City Officials. 

Believing it is critical for a community to have its citizens involved, I created the Pacific 

Community Board which has since turned into Pacific Partnerships.  Originally formed as 

an Ad hoc Committee of the Mayor’s office, Pacific Partnerships is now a stand alone 

501-C-3 non-profit organization that is committed to building a stronger sense of 

community in our city.  Pacific Partnerships has taken and expanded civic activities such 

as Pacific Days and Christmas activities in our city. 

In September of 2005 an event happened outside of our city that has had more impact 

on my administration and on me personally than anything before or since.  That event 

was a Category 4 Hurricane making landfall near New Orleans, Louisiana and knocking 

out most infrastructure for three states.  Although we were not directly impacted, 

Hurricane Katrina caused me to ask how our city would have been impacted had the 

same storm hit us.  The answers I received from looking at our plan and talking to staff 

scared me.  I then made a personal commitment to prepare our city and our citizens to 

respond to and recover from any emergency.  Since that time I have taken more than 10 

weeks off for Emergency Management training at a personal cost of more than $17,000 



in lost wages. Local businesses and personal donations have covered the other cost not 

reimbursed by FEMA.  Because of this training we now have a well written 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan, a multiyear training plan and continue to 

add to our overall level of preparedness.  Our City has been recognized nationally for 

our leadership in this area and Governor Gregoire asked me to serve on Washington 

State’s Emergency Management Council representing all cities in Washington State. 

In November of 2006, the Cities of Pacific, Algona and Auburn proposed to the voters 

that they form the Valley Regional Fire Authority.  It should be noted that this Fire 

Authority was the very first to be formed in the State of Washington and was looked to 

as a role model that has now been duplicated across the State of Washington.  For the 

City of Pacific, this allowed us to replace a department that was comprised of 4 full time 

paid firefighters and up to 28 reserves that volunteered their time with a full time 24/7 

fire department at a much reduced cost.  I currently serve as chairman the VRFA 

governance board along with two of our City Council Members. 

Two days after that November vote, water that was held behind Mud Mountain Dam to 

reduce flooding along the Puyallup River was released, overflowing the banks of the 

White River and flooding Pacific Park, 3rd Ave East and portions of Pierce County 

including Butte Ave.  This was the first test of our revamped emergency planning and 

although there were problems we were able to effectively recover from this event 

including proper documentation for reimbursement of cost.  This was the first time in 

memory that the City of Pacific participated in the FEMA process and received 

reimbursement and recovery funds. 

In 2007, a battle that has in my opinion brought much negative attention to Pacific 

began.  It was alleged that the Pacific Police Department was targeting Latino drivers in 

our City and working with Immigration officials to deport illegal aliens.  No issue has 

divided Pacific more or caused as much controversy at least as long as I have held office.  

In August of 2007, I sat down with representatives who were protesting our practices 

and looked into particular cases that they presented as evidence.  At this meeting it was 

pointed out that because of Pacific Police Departments’ actions there was fear in the 

Hispanic community of targeting and harassment.  For not addressing this fear sooner I 

apologized to those involved causing additional uproar as some interpreted this as my 

apologizing for our police department.  As the investigation into those allegations was 

just beginning, I should have chosen my words more carefully.   

Later that year, Pastor Mark Gause of New Hope Church, informed the City of a protest 

march planned for the following Monday during a Council Meeting.  The purpose was to 

emphasize their point and to illuminate their position regionally.   Following the Pacific 

Municipal Code we informed the group that they had not met certain requirements 

needed to ensure public safety and that a permit could not be issued.  Following 

research by our City Attorney upon advice from the ACLU that process has been revised 

to meet constitutional requirements.  Because notice of this protest march was 

advertised (we do not know by whom) on two websites that were used by politically 



extreme organizations including Anarchist, I requested the Coalition of Small Police 

Agencies compact be activated bringing an additional police presence to our City.  This 

aggravated the situation ultimately only made the it worse.  What I did to be prepared 

for the possibility of outside groups using this event for violence or anarchy only added 

to the fear of those who wished to voice their protest.  My intention was only to ensure 

public safety.  For all of those involved that day I apologize. 

 Some say this issue has not gone away.  Although it did lead to clarifications in how our 

Police Officers interact with Federal Agencies, Council  has not taken the steps some 

cities have done prohibiting questions of status of possible illegal aliens.  Although I can 

agree that at times this may create some fear by members of the Latino community, it 

has in a few cases led to the discovery of serious criminal activity.  I still maintain that 

the City of Pacific should never discriminate or target anyone based on color, creed , 

nationality or any other bias, however we must all be responsible and willing to work 

together to keep criminal activity out of our city.  I remain willing to meet with these 

groups to improve communications and relationships with any member of our 

community. 

Another issue that cast our city in a less than favorable light was the arrest of Police 

Chief John Calkins for DUI by Bonney Lake PD.  Although he was found not guilty by a 

jury, allegations that he abused his power during this arrest as well as in 3 prior events 

were made in a KOMO TV report.  These allegations had surfaced in the past 

individually, were looked at and could not be sustained.  However, along with our 

insurance company these allegations were again reviewed, including an investigation by 

an outside agency.  During that investigation it cleared Chief Calkins on two charges but 

referred the remaining two for additional review.  Upon review it was determined that 

there was not sufficient evidence to sustain the allegations and the case was dismissed.  

Although this did not clear his name, I stand behind my decision and fully support Chief 

Calkins as our Police Chief.  I understand this decision is not popular with everyone and 

as I expected attacks on both Chief Calkins and myself will continue.  I however will not 

waste our time or taxpayers money on old political rivalries.  

On a dark November Friday night, tragedy struck our community.  A gunman, angry over 

a perceived action of a young teenager walked between Pacific City Hall and our Gym 

and opened fire into a room filled with children enjoying a church sponsored late night 

program.  In the end, it was a miracle only one person was struck by bullets.  Shilo Bleau 

Drott lost his life that night pushing others out of the way and drawing the gunman’s 

attention his direction.  It is because of this act of heroism we intend to build a new 

room to house the youth program and name it in his honor. 

The night of January 8, 2009, our city was once again flooded by water released from 

Mud Mountain Dam. However, this time it was accompanied by a large amount of 

debris that washed down from upstream and settled near our park.  Because of this 

additional debris, flooding that should have been restricted to open space and wetland 

areas flooded out into homes and commercial properties. Again, although there were 



mistakes made at all levels, the overall performance of our City and staff in responding 

to this event was praised. It is partially because of our actions following this flooding and 

our perseverance for overall preparedness that we were able to build a floodwall along 

the river to prevent flooding until permanent mitigation can be completed.  This is the 

first time in our City’s history that we have taken this degree of proactive mitigation to 

reduce risk to our citizens.  

The overall National Economic meltdown made for a difficult close to this decade.  

Facing some painful cuts and even more painful decisions for 2010’s budget we made it 

through one of the most difficult years of my administration.  I am confident that the 

start of this next decade will be better than the close of this past one, but I do hope to 

see some other changes as well.  I hope to see those issues that have divided our city in 

the past be handled differently.  I also hope to see those who have taken positions for 

political reasons put aside differences and work together for the benefit of our city. As 

we look to this next decade, let us make a commitment to ourselves and to our future. 

As my New Year’s resolution I commit to work with all parties, all citizens, regardless of 

past differences to make our city better.  I will work with you to help settle differences, 

find common ground and work together to build a bright future for our community.  I 

again resolve to not bow to the “Politics as Usual” that have plagued this city in the past, 

but instead put the interest of our community and all of our citizen’s first and foremost. 


