
There is no doubt that the recession we have faced over this past year has had a significant impact on our 

city.  Combined with losses due to changes made by the State, we have seen significant reductions in incom-

ing revenues to the city. As we create the budget for 2010, we will face some of the same hard choices we 

had to do in 2004 when we had to pay off the Interfund loans that previous administrations had used to bal-

ance the budget. 

But this is not the time to be looking backwards; this is the time to looking forward to new opportunities. As 

we recover from this recession, where do we want to take this city?  What can we do now to better position 

our city to take advantage of this recovery? I still believe in this city as a great place to live and a great place 

to do business. 

Some of the effects of the recession have been positive.  Bids to upgrade waterlines on 2
nd

 ave and complete 

the waterline on West Valley Highway all came in far lower than estimates.  The remodeling of the gym and 

community center saw similar bids.  We know that cost will go up as the economy recovers, however are 

their other infrastructure improvements that we can make now as an investment in our future?  I believe it is 

important that we look for those opportunities. 

I do believe that by the end of 2010 we will see marked improvements in our economy.  As construction re-

covers in the Puget Sound Basin many of our businesses will see increased revenues as well. As some of the 

new business that has moved into or built in Pacific over this past year open we will see an increase in tax 

dollars that are generated.  But as one of the things that saved our city from more serious trouble has been 

tight fiscal controls and use of a reserve fund, I believe our first priority must be to rebuild that rainy day 

fund to appropriate levels. 

We also need to continue looking for uncommon ways to perform some of the common task we must per-

form as a community.  As we saw in the flooding of last January, the vital importance of our community cen-

ter extends far beyond the senior nutrition program. Creative partnering with non profits such as Pacific 

Partnerships and the White River Valley Lions club to not pass off responsibilities but to expand our re-

sources is important. Partnering with the White River Valley Lions Club to hold the second annual White 

River Chainsaw Carving Championships is an example of that.  It is our duty as the elected leaders of this city 

to look at the values added to our community by these organizations and act appropriately.   I once read that 

governments typically look at a community backwards; we look at it as a glass half full and then how our gov-

ernment can fill that glass.  What we need to do and it is what we have started here in Pacific is to look at 

community as a glass half full and our job is to facilitate the development of the resources we already have 

in our community.  By developing those resources that proverbial glass will fill itself. 

In closing I want to share a philosophy with you that we should use to guide our deliberations in not just this 

budget but throughout the year; “Exceed your own expectations”.   We all have dreams in the back of our 

minds of where we would like to see in our city.  Those dreams are often what 

motivated us to be involved to begin with.  Let us strive to exceed those expec-

tations and raise this community to even a higher level. 
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Pacific Welcomes Trade Route Brewing 

Seattle may have scored big with getting Russell Investments to move north from Tacoma, but Pacific had 

a win itself by Trade Route Brewing Company to move from the South Park area of Seattle to their new 

home in Pacific. 

Located just off Stewart Road at 1091 Valentine Ave SE, Trade Route both brews their beers and operates 

a tasting room at this location.  Owners Chris Castillo, Joe Valvo, Jim Baker, Derrick Focket and Jeff Boulet 

started business in 2007 and their beers are now featured at many of the finer restaurants in Seattle area 

including the Space Needle.  It is also available around the area by the bottle in many stores including 

Top Foods. 

Beer is available by the glass, by the growler or by the keg from 11am-10pm (6pm on Sunday). 

For more info go to www.traderoutebrewing.com 

Remodeling of Gym / Community Center Update 

The remodeling of the Gym and Community Center in nearly complete.  Using a $500,000 Community 

Development Block Grant, we have upgraded power, lighting and heat in the gym as well as took out the 

stage, installed a computer lab and installed a new commercial grade kitchen where the store once was.  

This should result in a facility that is more efficient and better suits the needs of our community.  In the 

Community Center we are upgrading the kitchen, installing new windows and doors as well as additional 

improvements that will improve our ability to provide services efficiently. 

A Grand Re-Opening of both of these facilities is scheduled for Monday, October 26
th

 at 11 AM. 

.Flu Season’s are upon us. 

I know many people are tired of hearing about the H1N1 Flu virus and all of the dire warnings that have been 

issued.  From the headlines that 50% of the population will be infected to warnings about mercury in the vac-

cine people are suffering from information overload, especially with mis-information and rumor adding to 

the confusion.  I believe that most people have already made their mind up whether they are going to get a 

shot or not, but I do wish to share some facts about this strain and what might happen in our city if we get a 

serious outbreak. 

First to clear up some rumors, the vaccines are made by multiple sources, not all using the same processes or 

standards.  Yes some do contain small amounts of mercury, however not all of the vaccine does.  If you are 

concerned, you can talk to your health care provider about which vaccine they have and what other options 

are available.  It is not believed that any of the vaccine is unsafe. 

Every year we are faced with a variant strain of what many call the common flu.  Every year a vaccine is pro-

duced and distributed based on what is the best guess about which strains will be circulating. This is the 

regular seasonal flu shot. Some people will swear by the flu shot, others will point out they never have had it 

and remain healthy. They do not see what is different about the H1N1. 



Our bodies build up certain resistance to many viruses including the flu.  Many of the seasonal strains we 

have been exposed in the past to similar mutations and have anti-bodies to help fight it off.  If you keep 

yourself in good physical shape, take basic precautions most people will have little problem.  The problem is 

the H1N1 is not a normal type strain.  It is similar to some strains such as the 1918 and 1957 outbreaks, but 

most people have not been exposed or have built up antibodies.  This is one reason this strain seems to im-

pact a younger demographic.  Where the seasonal flu’s usual victim is older, 90% of the deaths that occur 

from this strain will be under 65. 

The Attack rate is also much higher with the H1N1.  Typically 5-20% of the population will catch or carry even 

a mild case of the seasonal flu.  H1N1 will most likely impact 30-50% of the population.  That does not mean 

½ the population will be sick or die, it means that up to ½ the population could come down with some type 

of symptoms from exposure.  A healthy person, who eats and sleeps right and takes personal precautions 

such as washing their hands, should be ok.  I know a few people who have been sick with the H1N1 and have 

recovered completely in just a few days. However those who are around children or people with compro-

mised health might think about getting a H1N1 shot to protect those people. 

In the news over the past few weeks is the controversy over some states requiring health care workers and 

others to get a shot. I can agree to a point that it is a personal decision over what drugs you put in your body. 

However I also see this from a risk management side.  Just as healthcare workers who fail to get vaccinated 

should be limited in who they work with, individuals should look at this not as should they protect them-

selves, but should they protect their loved ones and co-workers.  Personally I am going to get the shot when 

it is available. 

Flood Season in Pacific 

As we enter the rainy season it is typical to look at the possibility of flooding in our city.  With the still fresh 

memories of last January and all of the talk about problems with the Howard Hanson Dam impacting cities to 

our north, I am sure some people remained concerned about their safety.  Although I still wish to see every-

one prepare as if this will be the worst storm season ever, I want to calm some of the fears about this year. 

First, as part of the request to Congress for temporary mitigation for our region we will be installing tempo-

rary flood walls through the park and along the levy.  These “HESCOs 

(http://www.hesco.com/US_CIVIL/home.html) will replace any capacity lost until permanent mitigation pro-

jects are completed.  Second, other temporary measures such as the 300 tons of material placed on the levy 

last winter will remain in place throughout the season. Combined this should dramatically reduce any risk of 

the White River flooding any homes. 

Finally I want to mention the overall weather patterns that seem to be in place for our region.  This will at 

least start out as an El-Nino year which will bring us warmer and dryer weather patterns.  This is based off of 

steering currents in the Pacific Ocean that drive weather patterns. Although we do not predict any of the 

“Pineapple Express “type storms this year, it has happened in the past that these steering current shift in the 

middle of a season.  We want to be prepared just in case. 

Do I expect us to have any flooding this year?   No! 

But if everyone prepares as if there will be and nothing happens will you be disappointed? 


