
The threats of flooding along the White River are for much different reasons than the threats of 

flooding on the Green River.  Mud Mountain Dam does not have the same restrictions as the Howard 

Hanson dam and in fact had much of the same type of repairs made a decade ago.  The problems 

with the White River are directly related to capacity issues as it passes through the City of Pa-

cific.  Where a year ago the channel capacity was around 10,000 CFS, a study released October 1
st

 

shows that capacity has nearly been cut in half because of debris build up.  This is why the flood wall 

is being installed through our City Park down to the Pierce County Line. 

This flood wall is a temporary measure being done to allow time for long term mitigation.  Two of 

those projects are well into the design stage and should be started next summer.  Those are the levy 

setback projects on both the left and right banks of the river.  This creates a protected flood zone that 

allows the river to swell, but protects homes and businesses.  A third mitigation project, select debris 

removal from the river itself, is a much more complicated measure because of the permitting process 

required by the Endangered Species Act (*** see note at bottom of this e-mail). 

Now this does not mean everyone will be protected.  The City can only exercise due diligence to pro-

tect properties.  We have partnered with the Army Corps of Engineers and King County to create this 

flood wall and to make sandbags available.  Working with the City, many property owners will have 

temporary sandbag walls constructed in their back yards.  Some property owners have decided to not 

participate in these voluntary efforts.  Provisions will be made to make sure that flooding risk is iso-

lated around those homes so as not to endanger others. 

The problem areas will be on the Pierce County side along Butte Ave.  This is where we have far fewer 

options to protect homes and businesses. Part of the reason is that only the west side of Butte is in 

the City of Pacific.  The properties on the east side are currently unincorporated Pierce County and 

the large wetlands and pit areas are even owned by the County itself. Although Pierce County has 

been working with us, there are far fewer resources they have available to dedicate to this pro-

ject.  Although some progress has been made, we may be required to close Butte Ave at some point 

to protect other properties.  Another concern is the Government Canal itself backing up.  We will be 

working with Boeing (who is required to maintain this canal) to take appropriate measures to protect 

our city. 

This is the first time our city has ever had the opportunity to effectively mitigate for potential flood-

ing.  Because of efforts made to build stronger intergovernmental partnerships as a result of last 

January’s floods we were able to secure the needed resources.  I wish to personally thank Congress-

man Adam Smith and his staff, Executive Triplet and King County staff, Executive McCarthy, Pierce 

County DEM and Public Works staff and Col. Wright and members of the Army Corps of Engineers.  I 

also want to recognize the hard work and planning those City of Pacific employees Jay Bennett and 

Jim Morgan have dedicated to this effort.  The citizens of Pacific can be proud and thankful for all of 

your efforts. 
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(*** note:  I recently presented an Opt- Ed piece that called on Congress to amend some parts of the 

Endangered Species Act to better facilitate proper River Management.  Although I agree with the 

goals of the ESA as it applies to rivers, I do not agree in how it has been interpreted.  The following is 

the op-ed that I sent out.) 

I am someone who strongly believes we must be good stewards of the environment, however it is 

time to reevaluate our priorities as it comes to our flood plains.  We are now at a crossroads where 

we must make the choice about either fixing the capacity problems in our rivers or abandoning all 

lowland properties and move everyone to higher ground. 

The City of Pacific has in it emergency management plans the priorities of life, property and the envi-

ronment.  Contrary to what the National Marine Fisheries may desire, my concerns about our rivers 

will remain in that order.  When protection of fish becomes a higher priority than the protection of 

life and property then it is time for Congress to look at changes in the Endangered Species Act. 

Now I do not mean that we need to just go into our rivers and strip away good fish habitat.  I believe 

that good management practices could remove debris without releasing silt downstream and provide 

for new engineered log jambs that create habitat without clogging the river channels.  In fact I believe 

that proper management of our rivers will actually result in improved habitat and restoration of ca-

pacity. 

I believe the recent letters to the Mayors of Auburn and Kent to Cease and Desist reinforcing the lev-

ies to fight the threat of flooding on the Green River is an example of how out of touch with reality 

National Marine Fisheries has become.  I agree that Salmon and other species of fish have an impor-

tant role to play in our ecosystems, but so do our citizens.  The damage that could result from flood-

ing, release of hazardous materials into the environment and the impact that flooding has on those 

same species should demonstrate that the hands off policy is not working. 

I call on Congress and our elected leaders in all levels of government to support common sense appli-

cation to the Endangered Species Act.  We do not need to sacrifice fish or people; we just need to use 

real science and real river management practices.  It is clear that the way we are currently operating 

is not working.  Let’s fix the problems now by management before it cost us millions of tax dollars 

more in repairs and failed mitigation.  
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