
        Preparation for any emergency, including the H1N1 virus (Swine Flu) is not just a written plan or buying of        

supplies.  It is a mindset and an awareness that triggers critical thinking.  It is an understanding that although your   

involvement in an event might be minimal, your impact as a result of it could be significant.  With the flu, you might 

not get sick, but what impact would an outbreak have on your job, your kids, etc? 

For the City of Pacific, it was looking at what impacts Social Distancing measures might have on City programs.  If the 

Senior Lunch program or the Municipal Court were ordered closed, what provisions would need to be made or         

alternatives activated?  If schools were ordered closed, what impact would it have on employees who have young   

children?  Could the City use flex time and telecommuting to maintain continuity of operations? 

It is still unknown what impacts the H1N1 outbreak might have on our region.  But, this is a great time to teach or    

reinforce common sense habits to our families.  Think about what could impact your family and plan ahead as to what 

you would do. This could be an event that closes schools for weeks and impacts us for months.  This could also be 

something that blows over in just a few weeks.  Either way, that critical thinking and mindset is not wasted.  You will 

be better prepared for when the next disaster strikes. 

. 

Vets Meet Vets to hold community builder event at Pacific Park 

On Saturday, May 16th, “Vets Meet Vets” a nonprofit group working to unite Veterans and build stronger  
community within the Veteran community will be holding an event at Pacific City Park.   

Without support, a returning veteran will withdraw from family, friends, community and life itself.  The support 
services currently offered to a veteran are typically designed to help them survive tough times.  With our    
increased involvement in conflicts around the world the number of veteran issues will only increase. Vets 
Meet Vets focus plans to be proactive and create a community that surrounds our returning heroes so that 
they not only survive...they thrive. This is a grass-roots effort calling all seasoned veterans, in every part of 
our great nation. 

To get involved now or for more information visit www.vetsmeetvets.org 
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Habitat for Humanity Breaks Ground in Pacific 

Habitat for Humanity is building two homes on Pacific Ave, north of 3
rd

 Ave SE.  What’s unique about these homes is 

the fact they will be the first LEED Certified (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) homes built by Habitat for 

Humanity in our area.  LEED is a third-party certification program and the nationally accepted benchmark for the      

design, construction and operation of high performance green buildings. LEED promotes a whole-building approach to 

sustainability by recognizing performance in five key areas of human and environmental health: sustainable site       

development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.  We are proud 

that the Seattle / South King County chapter of Habitat for Humanity chose Pacific for this project. 



The Pacific Source is a Monthly Newsletter Available at Pacific City Hall, the Senior Center, and other 

locations around the city.   

It is also available online at www.cityofpacific.com and via e-mail.               

Please contact Mayor Hildreth at pacificmayor@aol.com to be added to the mailing list. 

City Facing Tough Economic Realities 

As in most cities, the City of Pacific has been struggling with the impacts of this economic recession.  Some of our residents have 

lost their jobs, are struggling to keep their homes and face a myriad of other realities that economic hardship can bring.  The City 

itself is facing some unpleasant economic realities as well. 

We have all heard the stories of worker furloughs, government layoffs and elimination of entire programs.  Auburn, our neighbor 

to the north recently laid off 24 employees, the first time in over 40 years.    In small cities like Pacific it is difficult and painful to 

make large cuts as most of our departments are already understaffed.  It is nearly impossible to make such cuts without affecting 

services. 

Governments are required to provide certain services.  Among these services are public safety, sanitation and water etc. Some   

cities, like Pacific, provide these services directly; others may contract out to outside agencies.  We will need to balance these   

requirements with the most cost effective manner to ensure they are provided.  In addition there are programs such as our Senior 

and Youth programs which, may seem less critical, but may end up costing a city far more if those services are not provided.  As 

these programs are also largely funded by grants directly tied to services, cutbacks might not be possible. Where do you draw the 

line as to where cuts in staff or services should be made? 

In the City of Pacific we are somewhat more fortunate than many cities.  We have been fiscally conservative for the past five years 

instead of spending wildly when the economy was still good.  This should put us on a stronger footing as the economy improves. 

Neither the City Council nor I have supported the use of “Interfund Loans” or borrowing money to pay bills. Instead have kept cost 

at a minimum, paid off past loans and put money aside for times such as this when revenues are down. Because of this discipline, 

Pacific should not need to make dramatic reductions in programs.  However, that does not mean we are not facing a crisis. 

Projections made based on our February / March revenues indicated we could be short more than $250,000 this year from        

projections.  These revenues may be down for a number of reasons, some seasonal, some separate from the overall recession.   

We know that  changes the Washington State Legislature’s made in how Sales and B&O taxes are paid has dramatically reduced 

our income.   As we look at April’s figures we will be in a better position to propose mid season adjustments in budget. 

It’s too soon to predict what changes we might see as we face economic realities.  However, to quell rumors before they start, 

there are no plans to eliminate the Senior or Youth programs, or to make wholesale changes in any department.  As decisions are 

made we will place the best interest of our citizens first and continue to strive for the best possible service we can provide this 

community. 

City Gearing up for a Busy Summer 

As we head into summer, we are gearing up for a very busy time in our community.  This being  our           

centennial year, Pacific Day’s (July 10
th

, 11
th

 and 12
th

)will be the kick off for a month long celebration          

culminating with a community picnic the weekend of August 8
th

 and 9
th

 and the dedication of Centennial 

Park on August 10
th

 (when we officially turn 100). 

In conjunction with this year’s Pacific Days, the City of Pacific will be hosting the first annual White River 

Carver’s Championships, with some of the top chainsaw artists in the country.  This event should attract 

thousands of dollars to our community as well as highlight what a special place our city is.  Stay tuned to   

this newsletter and to channel 21 for further updates. 

  


